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FELLOW PIPERS AND DRUMMERS:

T s This is the first edition of the Newsletter which the Prairie
Pipe Band Association hopes to publish and distribute to all its members on a bi ménthly
basis. The objectives of this Newsletter or Journal are really very straightforward -
we hope to create stronger ties between all members and bands in the organization by
using this Journal as a forum to keep each other better informed of what others are doing

in their respective provinces and cities.

 Any comments, letters, news releases or publicity of upcoming
events which any member should wish to send to the interim editor, would be greatly
appreciated, Please send all communications to: The Bandsman, -
' » ‘ © % C.A. Peterman,
S AT E . ' o - 1137 Elgin Avenue, Moose Jaw, Sask.

'THE GONVENTION:

The Prairie Pipe Band Association held its lst Annual Convention
on Ogtober 3 and Lth, 1970 in Moose Jaw, and the following executive were elected for
the 197Ga7] year: 5B Ljs:

President = Mr, Jim McWilliams
AR ek Secretary - Mr, CLiff Peterman
- Treasurer » Mr, Hugh Scott
I8t VfPres, (Man,) Mr, Wn. MacLeod
2nd VAPres, (Alta) Mr, Brien Collard
E 3rd V/Pres. (Sask) Mr. Den McDonald
GG Ty Man, Exequtive members - Mr., James Kidd
STURMG T ks X . i Mr. Nigel Alakija
£ TREI - Sask, Executive Members - Mr, Hugh Fraser
: ey : : - Mr. Andy McAnsh

-7 PIB§T HONORARY MEMBER OF ASSOCIATION NAMED: | ,
S B _ The Executive of the Prairie Pipe Band Association takes great
pride in .announcing to its.general membership that Pipe Major Donald MacLeod, Glasgow,
Scot}and, has consented to being named the first Honorary Member of the Prairie Pipe

Band Association, ‘

- OPEN LETTER TO MEMBERS:

Mr. Hugh Scott, Past President of the P.P.B.A. and Mr. Jim "
MeWilliams, present President of the P.P.B. A. Jointly composed an open letter to:all
.the members of the Association. It is reproduced here in its entiretys
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Dear Members:

At our lst Annual Convention held on October 3rd and Lth, 1970
in Moose Jaw much was accomplished. Delegates from 15 bands were on hand. The only
disappointment was that once again no Alberta bands were represented. This made it

difficult to get any idea as to whal the Alberta bands are thinking, in what ways can we

help, or what new ideas are coming out of that province.

Last year's accomplishments may not seem enorfidus at first

glance, but a considerable amount of work was done to put ne on a firm footing for this :

year. The/following is an itemized list of the objectives which were achieveds  n'

asscciabe members joined the P.P.B.A. T .
(2) Constitution = The P.P.B.A. is now legally registered under the Sask,

Sccieties Act. ) ] g =
(3)-- Competition Rules - A workable set' of rules as agreed on by the bands was
Foct 5" drawn up.

(1) Membership - 26 bands, plus several valusble individual members.and iy

‘ (L) Judging Pariel - A panel of piping and drumming judges was drawn. up '-frbm‘f_lggg,_ Rt

three provinces. This panel was accepted by ‘the_bandsiand® has
el been used by several Gamss Committees, ~— ir "
(5) Judging Sheets - & set of judging sheets were‘drawn up on the Ontario medel,

+ with the addifion of an outline of the marking procedures on the ™
A8 )

¥ . = U'front of eagh. | _
(6) Bank Account - A final balance of §l2k .6l was turned over to the new

executivs. R
(7) Band Competifions - Several competition Committees contacted and warked® o077
e closely with the P.P.B.A: in getting up their competitiohss -
: Several other matters were brought to the Association during
the course of the year andithese were dealt with as follows: e 0¥
g £ ] ' i AG

(1) Assistance was given to the 17th Sqdn. R.C. Air Cadets in, Yorkton to get
their band back on its:feet. We won't ‘see the results from
this until such time as the band ‘gets back on parade again.

(2) A meeting was held with a group of pergens in Regina interested in spchsor=-
ing a Highland Games.. . As it was finally decided not to have a
Band Competition a8 part 6f the Games, the Assqeiation's

assistance was.no“longer required.

(3) Enquiries were made regarding the pessibility of obtaining financial assistari-

ce from government agencies including the Canada Council.
fiesults appear to be negative in these regards » but. ways may

still be found. However, the Saskatchewan Arts Board gave - -

valvable financial assistance in aiding us to give a hand -
to the 17th Sqdn., Yorlton: : ‘

. e O Syt : " 5 et r', . G R
The Exectitive ré2lizes that the year 1970-71 now is a year for ——

action. Several projects in keébing with our aims were decided upon. These are &s
follows: X _

. oL L8
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To do this a 3 point plan will go into operation: . - .
e, e

(a) Instructors! Schnol . to train, @hé_m'qéf profising members, or the
instructers of such band_af”’_,pb enable them to teach their own bands.
This sghooll will be heTd In the epring of 1971 and will be under the
direction of P/M Andy lMcAnsh in Regina.
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(1) Te set up a means of assisting beads in remote areas to obtain instruction. oid
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(B) A taped lesson service - which will be in operation by next fall (1971).

(c) Interim financial assistance to bands in remote areas (PPBA members
. ‘only) to help in obtaining instruction. ' This will be available only
prior to the first Instructors!' School..

(2) To obtain the co-operation of Competitions in the three provinces. We
would like to be able to "recognize and approve" several of the better
competitions. This entails use of our rules, judges, etc. This would
certainly standardize and clarify the competition situation.

“(3) To set up a Journal or Newsletter to keep in touch with the members of all
the bands in the Association.

(4) To build a financial reeerve in order to better carry out the plans for
future years. A Ways and Means Committee was set up to deal with this.
This committee is under the Chairmanship of Pipe Major Hugh Fraser.

These and several items of a more general nature will be dealt
with this year. It is hoped that all of last year's member bands will get behind
their new executive and help achieve these aims. ije need your membership for many

- ‘reasons, not the least being the financial aspect and your ideas. But all the ideas
in the world will be of no assistance without your WORK.

Good luck in the new season.

Jim McWilliams,
President.

H.O0. Scott,
Past President.

REPORT OF THE GRADING COMMITTEE (1971):

The current member bands of the Prairie Pipe Band Association
(1970-71) have been graded as follows by the Grading Committee under Jack Kerwin:

FIRST GRADE SECOND GRADE

2nd North Sask. Regt. Saskatoon Police Pipe Band
Centennial Pipe Band 10th Field Regt. R.C.A.

The White Hackle Dauphin R.C. Legion Pipe Band
Transcona Youth Pipe Band AN..F. Vets Pipe Band

The Fraser Pipe Band *
The Rivers Pipe Band #
Sterling Pipe Band #
Selkirk Kiwanis Boys' Pipe Band #

JUNIOR GRADE
The Sprigs 0! Heather
Transcona Junior Pipe Band

* - Promoted from Junior Grade though still eligible due to age limit, Will be
classed as second grade unless band requests demotion back to Junior Grade.

# = Junior Age except for Pipe Major
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As other bands renew their current membershifa in the
Association, they will be graded forthwith, and reports sent out.
Proteshs - Any band msh':'lg to prote"t its grading is r@quire;ihio submit a writiten
protest stating the reason for the protest. Protests must be in the hands of the
Secretary by March 31, 1971.
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Dues = Many bands and individual memberc have not as yet paid 't"xe:.r membership dues
“for the 1970 - 71 season. We hope to: hﬂc.r Irom you reg ardlng ’ohJ.s soon.

Application forms for new members, band. malndual or assouate ares avallaole from:
Secretary, :
Proirie Pive Eand ﬁ iceciation,
C.A. Peterman,
1137 Flgin Avenus,
Mooge Jaw -~ Fh. 692-5040

TUNE OF ‘MHE MONTH :

L py i We hope to be ab‘e 'tn nreser\t one good tume’ each month..
To d6 this, we will need the help of all meroers. If you or your band is a mem bor of
the P.P.B.A. and you have a good, U”lpub ched pipe tune which can'be pz;:l.nted mthout
an infringement of copy TI'ZLEhu laws, send it in. Tt may make the Tine of the Month!

If any of the Drummers out there have a Tavourite beating dowm
on paper, send it in. We'll see whit we can do.

~ Any .w.wmissions rast be clearly snd correctly written in
pencil please. If there is a cbory behind the tune, let us know. Let's hear from you!

TUNE #1. - Fipe Major Jim MeWillisms - Ly P /A1 Donald MacLeod

This tune was composed impromptu at Fort Qu'Appelle, on Auéus‘a l"? , 1969.
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