COMPETING BANDS:

PLEASE READ THIS CAREFULLY

In past competing seasons, some SPBA member bands did not follow correct procedures for registration of competing band members. These bands tried to use or used unregistered players at the May long weekend games, and again at Calgary & Canmore Games without properly registering the players they had added.

Attached are the rules for membership and transfers. Please review them with the band directors/instructors in your organization. Here are some points to consider:

1. It is unfair to “stack” a band before a competition with extra members. In some cases, bands are adding members that may change the grading of the band, and in all cases it is unfair to other bands to stack a band with new members just for a weekend event.

2. Other pipe band associations, especially Alberta and Manitoba, rely on the SPBA for accurate grading and nominal roll information. When bands stack their rosters to attend games in other provinces, as SK bands have done in the past, it reflects badly on the bands, their directors and executive, and also on the SPBA.

3. It is the BAND’S responsibility to ensure that all members are registered properly, well before a competition. 

4. Bands wishing to add players to their nominal roll should use the attached Transfer Form, and send it to the SPBA Registrar with enough time for the Registrar to alert Highland Games and return stamped forms to the band.
Bands who choose to ignore the rules in the coming competition season will be subject to complete disqualification at all contests where they compete with players not registered with the SPBA, and will not receive their community band grants from the SPBA. 

Part II:  Band Membership/Transfer of Players:
1. 
Member bands of the Association must submit to the Association Secretary a nominal roll of all their players by January 1 of each year.  The Nominal Roll must include the band's full name, the mailing address of the band, the grade of the band, and the Provincial Non-Profit Corporation Number of the band. Bands who do not wish to become members of the Association will still be eligible for competition providing that they follow the nominal roll requirements as stated above.

2. Out of province bands competing in Saskatchewan Pipe Band Association sanctioned Highland Games or Festivals must provide a nominal roll of players that will be performing with their band for the competition.

3.
Individual members of bands may transfer membership from one band to another under 
the following conditions:

a) May transfer ONCE during the contest season.

b) The transfer must be approved by the Association with official amendments to the nominal rolls of the bands in question. Nominal roll changes must be in the hands of the registrar at least 7 days before the games at which those changes will be allowed
4.
An individual may be carried on the nominal rolls of two bands ONLY under the following conditions:

a)
The senior piping instructor may appear on the nominal roll of the junior band that he/she instructs, as well as on the nominal roll of his/her senior band.  He will be eligible to compete for both bands.

b)
The senior drumming instructor may appear on the nominal roll of the junior band 

that he/she instructs, as well as on the nominal roll of his/her senior band.  He will 

be eligible to compete for both bands.

c)
Senior piping and drumming instructors may play for only one junior band.  Under 
the conditions laid down in a) and b) above, only the two senior piping and drumming instructors may appear on the nominal rolls of more than one competing band.

QUESTIONS?

Contact the SPBA Registrar with your question: 

Stacy Durning [registrar@saskpipebands.org]
